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INDIAN STATES

A gentleman has asked me this question.1 There is some truth
in what he says, but there is also another side to the question*
Where the subjects have some spirit in them, the ruler will not
act unjustly. To a people without spirit, what difference does it
make whether they are ruled by a king or have a republican form
of Government ? What will they do with power who do not know
how to use it? That is why I have often said: "As the
subjects, so the ruler."2 Wherever I have seen injustice being done,
I have observed that the subjects are also to blame, because of
their weakness. In such States, every official acts as if he him-
self were the ruler.

I have not favoured the existence of States where there is no
control over the rulers. The form and degree of control are matters
for the ruler and subjects in each State to decide. Wherever the
subjects are vigilant, it is impossible to do injustice. Wherever
they slumber, there is bound to be injustice no matter what type
of Government they have. We can have an Indian Government
with a clean and perfectly just administration. We have before
us the example of Rama's rule. The evils we find in the present-
day Indian States are to be attributed, on the one hand, to the
evils among the subjects and, on the other, to those of British rule.
Hence the prevailing anarchy in the Indian States should occa-
sion no surprise. When some Indian States, though subject to
evil influences from both these directions, enjoy a reputation for
good administration, does not this fact speak well for their sense
of moral responsibility? In all that I have said or written on this
subject, I only mean that it is not right to hold that there is no-
thing worth preserving in Indian States and that the best course
is to abolish them. It is quite possible to reform them and, if re-
formed, they can becomp model governments. I certainly do not
mean that they should continue to exist in th'e same condition
in which they are today.

ZAMINDAR'S SERVICES

Ghaudhari Raghuvir Narayansingh is a zamindar of Meerut.
He has not gone back on the sacrifices he had made at the time of
the non-co-operation movement. All the members of his family are

1 Not translated here.   The correspondent had stated that, from its very
nature,  the rule   of Indian  Princes   tended towards  despotism,   and  asked
Gandhiji whether he favoured the continued existence of Indian States.

2 Reversing the saying3 "As the. ruler, so the subjects,"